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Postwar Prosperity Guided Reading

Directions: Use the class set textbook to answer the following questions/ vocabulary. The chapter you are reading is called “Postwar Prosperity” and is found from Pg. 459 – Pg. 466. Vocabulary terms can be found in the glossary at the back of the book. If you do the questions in order it should be simple to follow. 

Section 1: Causes and Effects of Prosperity in the 1950’s
1. After WWII, the need for war production and defense workers ended almost over night. Wartime industries were now being converted to meet peacetime needs. In addition, President Truman started something called demobilization. What does demobilization mean?

Demobilization:  It’s the process of releasing soldiers at the end of the war.


2. Some soldiers were worried about not being able to find jobs after the war was over. To help deal with this anxiety, the federal government enacted the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, or GI Bill of Rights (Also called the GI Bill for short). In this space below, tell me the definition of the GI Bill of Rights and the three benefits it provided.

GI Bill of Rights: This is the bill that was established for the veterans to enjoy benefits after demobilization.


Benefits of the GI Bill:
a) One-year payments for the veterans who were unemployed and not able to find work

b) Financial aid for those who were in college at the end of the war

c) Loans for those who wished to build homes and start a business  

3. The GI Bill has an enormous impact of American society. What are two of the impacts on American society listed in the text? 

a) Growth of suburban areas due to increased construction by veterans who had accessed home loans 

b)  In education where eight million soldiers got scholarships 

4. After the war, soldiers made up for lost time by getting married and having children. In the space below, tell me the definition of the Baby Boom and how it affected the U.S. population.

Baby Boom:  it is a period with increased birth rates.

a) How it affected the U.S. population between 1940 and 1955: 
The US populated increased by 27% that is from 130 Million to around 165 Million


5. After WWII ended, the United States experienced some economic problems. The federal government ended rationing and price controls and as Americans rushed to buy goods, inflation (or an increase in prices) occurred. Despite this, the U.S. was one of the only countries who did not experience the devastation from WWII. Complete the sentences below to describe what impact this had on the world.
a) Although it had only __6__ percent of the world’s population, the United States produced about _50 percent___ of the world’s output.
b) The free enterprise system allowed Americans to enjoy a higher standard than any other nation in the world. 
6. The American economy benefitted from numerous technological advances in the postwar period. Complete the sentences below to describe the technological advances. 
a) The use of computers increased, and businesses gradually began to depend on them. 
b) Farms benefitted from improved machinery and chemicals, allowing farmers to grow more crops with fewer laborers.
c) Worker productivity - the rate at which goods are produced or services performed – continued to improve, largely because of new technology.  

7. Increased government spending boosted the economy, too. How did military spending and large federal spending programs help boost the economy? Military spending invention of new materials and improvement of technology that was greatly uses outside military. It also led to high demand outside United States.



Section 2: Americans Migrate to the Sunbelt
8. After WWII, Americans started moving to the Sunbelt. What is the Sunbelt? 

Sunbelt: Refers to states on south and west part of United States.

9. Many factors played a role in attracting people to the Sunbelt. The text gives you five causes of migration to the Sunbelt. List them below. 
a) A warm, sunny climate. 
b) A booming industrial economy and rapidly growing cities attracted people to Texas. 
c) The explosive growth of the aerospace and electronics industries. 
d) The development of air conditioning also played a major role.
e) Latinos contributed to the growth of the Sunbelt.  

10. The shift to the suburbs and the Sunbelt had a momentous impact on American society. Describe this impact by completing the sentences below. 
a) As people moved, their political power went with them. Thus, the suburbs and the Sunbelt gained representations. Texas, for example gained eleven new seats in the U.S. House of Representatives between 1940 and 2000. 
b) Urban and suburban growth created environmental concerns, ranging from traffic jams and smog to water shortages. 
c) To meet growing populations, communities utilized once valuable open lands for housing, schools, roads new businesses, and parking lots.


Section 3: Innovations and Economic Development 
11. For the first time in American history, more people found employment in the service sector. What is the service sector? 

Service sector:  Rather than manufacturing these businesses offer services like banking, law, healthcare or insurance.


12. In the postwar period, the percentage of the American workforce employed in blue collar jobs declined, and the employment in the service sector, or white-collar jobs rapidly grew.  

13. The new workforce included many who worked in information industries. What are information industries? 

Information industries: They are industries that develop infrastructures to deliver and distribute information.
14. Some Americans who worked in information industries operated the first computers. What was the name of one of the first computers and how large was it? The name of first computer was Electronic Numeric Integrator and Computer (ENIAC). Its size was around 18,000 square feet.


15. After WWII, there were many changes in the labor force. The number of women in the labor force continued to grow, but the percentage of Americans who made a living by farming continued to decline. 

16. At home, the postwar era saw the rise of franchise businesses. What is a franchise business? 

Franchise business:  They are businesses that allow their products and services to be distributed to retailers by other companies.


a) Some critics lamented the growth of franchise businesses. For them, the franchises represented a growing lack of originality, evidence that the U.S. was becoming a “bland” nation in which people ate bland food, lived in bland look-a-like houses, and watched bland television shows that followed the same plot line. Do you think that is how America is today? Why or why not? No. This is because franchise businesses have increased due to their good quality and sameness for example there are thousands of Holiday Inns Hotels worldwide.




17. The transition from an industry-based to a service-based economy created opportunities for entrepreneurs. The text tells you about three entrepreneurs and the businesses they created. In the space below, list three entrepreneurs and their businesses. 
a)  Richard and Maurice McDonald opened restaurant  

b)   Sam Walton opened Wal-Mart, a discount merchandising business

c) Estee Lauder founded Cosmetics.

18. As the postwar economy expanded, so did multinational corporations. What is a multinational corporation? 

Multinational corporation:  They are companies and have branches worldwide to produce and sell their goods and services.


19. Labor unions generally grew during this period. Define the two terms below that deal with labor unions. 
a) AFL-CIO: AFL AND CIO which had split came together and enjoyed good times under Democratic party.

b) Taft-Hartley Act:  it’s the law that ensured only union members could be hired in a workplace.


20. President Truman supported civil rights and even established a special committee to investigate race relations. Truman also issued Executive Order 9981. What did Executive Order 9981 do for civil rights? It was a success to civil rights because most units were integrated.




